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LITTLE HOLLAND 

By Nell G. Hudson, Madison, Wis. 

OLLAND-“A land without mountain, rock or spring.” A land of 
constant warfare where the weaker has been victoriou-A never end- 

ing conflict between ocean and man. Neptune, not accustomed to defeat, is 
constantly seeking points of attack. Some battles he wins as in the thirteenth 
century when he overwhelmed seventy villages and took one hundred thousand 
lives for  toll. T h e  courage and perseverance of this IittIe nation won, and 
the O l d  Man of the Sea retreated, growling, to  his fortress. 

T h e  waves built sandbars, and later such material was built into sand 
dunes by the wind. These were taken advantage of by the Dutch as a fit 
foundation for entrenchments against the common enemy. Hence they were 
reinforced and added to until a t  the present time she has sixteen hundred miles 
of such embankments or dikes, including two of the largest dikes in the world. 
Since her very existence depends on the efficiency of these ramparts, she keeps 
an army of engineers constantly a t  work reconstructing, improving, building 
and watching for the least sign of weakness. T h i s  takes money and a great 
deal of it but the people furnish it without a murmur. 

“By nature the country is a mudhole; by genius, energy, patience and 
faith of a noble people it has been changed into a garden.” 

Most  English-speaking people mean the Netherlands when they say 
Holland. I n  reality Holland is only one of the eleven provinces that make up 
that kingdom. T h e  whole country is about as large as South Carolina. 

T h e  country has two great natural advantages-good soil and an excel- 
lent position. Most  of its soil has been transported; it is made up chiefly of 
sand, clay and organic mold, which the Rhine has brought from the Alps. 
This  land surf.ace is in general so low that it has to be drained. One third is 
below sea level. There is a regulzr network of drainage ditches. These, be- 
sides draining the land, serve in place of’fences and act as roadways. It is 
saiid that there are 5000 miles of navigable waterways made up of rivers and 
canals, and taking up one fourth of the surface of the country. 

They  raise 
many things but are noted for bulbs, flowers and dairy products. Their  
scientific and even affectionate care of their cows is noted the world over. 

Agriculture is the foremost industry of the little kingdom. 

G R E ~ T  COMMERCIAL INTERESTS OF HOLLAND 
It is distinctly a commercial country. T h i s  is due to several reasons, 

among which are transportation, geographical position, valuable colonies and 
character of the people. 

T h e  prime purpose of ditches in Holland is for drainage, but thrifty peo- 
ple saw that they could be used for water transport while their embankments 
were fitted for roads and railways. Therefore no part of Holland is without 
ready access to markets and it is known as the “Land of Traders.” 
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This  little kingdom is the commercial key to northern Europe. I t  con- 
trols the mouth of the Rhine which is the co,mmercial river of Germany. It 
is right in the path of trade between central Europe, America, and England. 

T h e  constant association of this people with the sea made them expert 
sailors. Hence in the dis- 
covery of new lands she took her part. I n  colonization she was most success- 
ful in the East Indies, although she has a footholid in northern South Amer- 
ica yet. Today she trades heavily with these possessions and next to England 
has been most successful in her colonial schemes. 

I n  the 17th century she was the first sea power. 

A LIBERTY-LOVING, PROSPEROUS PEOPLE 
“Resolute, serious, vigilant, these peo& love intensely their cold, wet 

land. They have made the home beautiful and were the first to glorify it in 
art.” Their dwellings are models of neatness. Tumbled down houses and 
latchless gates are unknown. I t  is a land where pauperism and crime scarcely 
exist. Thrif t  and economy prevail, with plenty for the rainy day. 

Their very existence has been one of warfare with man on one hand and 
the ocean on the other. H e r  history is filled with change. A t  one time they 
were under the rule of Germany, then Spain, during which time they secured 
independence; they maintained a republic for two hundred fifty years and now 
a limited monarchy. Their sufferings made them sympathetic, broad-minded 
and independent. 

People of advanced ideas sought refuge with thein. T h e  Pilgrims from 
England, the Huguenots froin France, Germans a n d  down-trodden people 
froin anywhere, all came, sure of a welcome. These wanderers, in many in- 
stances, brought ways of doing things that were new and they gave the best 
they had to their benefactors. T h e  Dutch took advantage of this oppor- 
tunity and developed their manufacturing industries to a great extent. A t  
present these stand next to agriculture. 

Their largest city is Amsterdam, about the size of Baltimore. A canal 
connects it with the North Sea. T h e  great seaport, however, is Rotterdam. 
I t  is situated near the mouth of the Rhine and is the terminus of many steam- 
ships from New York and elsewhere. 

A - 
THE JOURNAL OF GEOGRAPHY INDEXED IN “THE READERS’ 

GUIDE SUPPLEMENT.” 

As most users of libraries know, Poole’s Index to Periodical Literature 
has been replaced by a similar publication, “The Readers’ Guimde” and “The  
Readers’ Guide Supplement.” T h e  former is devoted mainly to the general 
magazines, while the Supplement is devoted to special magazines. T h e  Jour- 
nal of Geography belongs to the latter class a.nd is indexed regularly in the 
Readers’ Guide Supplement. This  should be iound in all of the larger public 
libraries and college libraries. 
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